
Optional course title:  ENGLISH THROUGH MUSIC 

Type: OPTIONAL COURSE AS A NEW SCHOOL SUBJECT 

Level: Advanced (11
th

 grade – intensive study) 

Period of time: one school year 

Number of classes per week: 1 h / week 

Teacher: LIPAN ANCA FLORINA 

1.  Argument 

 The aim of this optional course is to practise English skills by means of studying and discussing the 

music they listen to. Students are surely interested in this type of approach to learning and practising 

grammar especially, due to the permanent contact they have with music and music genres.  

        The study of song lyrics is expected to motivate students to do some more extensive reading 

and practising of language. Alongside music, the course is also intended to have students watch 

some of the modern films about high school culture and music, with a view to encouraging students 

to analyse all the films they watch in terms of noticing and acquiring language structures. Thus, they 

will become aware of other ways of learning a foreign language. 

        The contact with everyday spoken English will undoubtedly leave a mark on the students’ 

linguistic performances, thus helping to increase their confidence as speakers of English.  

2. Values and Attitudes  

   Stimulating the students’ interest in grammar and language. 

 Helping students become aware of the instructive value of music and films 

 Stimulating students’ love for English language study. 

 Motivating students to read extensively. 

 Reflecting on a variety of artistic forms  

 Stimulating students’ creativity in elaborating their own lyrics and music. 

 Developing students’ linguistic abilities 

 Increasing students’ confidence as autonomous speakers of English. 



3.Specific Competences. Contents – Operational Concepts  

 

4.  Methodological suggestions a)  Types of activities: reading and text analysis, skimming, 

scanning, listening, watching film excerpts, presentation, explanation, identification, description, 

enumeration, discussion, debate, role-play, creation of new texts, competitions, projects. 

            Specific competences           

 

           Contents – operational concepts      

 

 

 

1. Establishing linguistic features specific 

for the variety of English used in music and 

film. 

 

   Defining modern music 

   Defining characteristics of modern music 

language 

  Structuring a song 

  Studying lyrics and tunes 

  Watching high school films 

Listening to music 

 

2. Identifying the main tenses and grammar 

structures used in music and films. 

  Identifying characters of high school films 

  Identifying the types of songs 

 

3.  Evaluating the ways in which language 

structures and vocabulary are used in music 

and film. 

Analyzing song lyrics and films. 

4. Comparing the original written version of 

some songs and films with their later 

adaptations. Analyzing concepts expressed 

by music. 

  The means of expression used by writers and film 

directors to express ideas. 

 Discussing the symbols and topics 

 

5.Elaborating some new lyrics and rhythms 

to use new specific language structures. 

  Writing some lyrics for already known music 

tunes. 

 Using electronic devices to compose music/songs.    



b)   Recommended materials: 

               Music                                                           Film 

      The Condor Passa, Simon & Garfunkel             Step up 1, 2 & 3 

If I were a man, Beyonce                                   High school musical 

Halo, Beyonce                                                    Dangerous minds  

Hero, Enrique Iglesias                                         

Cry, cry, cry, Oceana 

Apologize, One Republic,  

Russian roulette, Rhianna,  

Unfaithful, Rhianna  

Gagsta’s Paradise, Coolio 

Changes, Tupac,  

Nothing else matters, The Unforgiven, Metallica 

Evita, Madonna 

Why do all good things come to an end?, Nelly Furtado 

c)  Evaluation techniques: oral and written evaluation, projects, portfolio, self assessment. 

3. Webliography : http ://www.youtube.com/watch, http ://en.wikipedia.org, 

http ://www.hollywood.com, http ://www.lyrics.com, http ://www.songfile.com,  

 

4. Bibliography: Orr, K. Janet,  “Growing up with English”, 1999, Office of 

English Language Programs, Us, Washington, DC 

    

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_%26_Garfunkel
http://www.youtube.com/watch
http://en.wikipedia.org/
http://www.hollywood.com/
http://www.lyrics.com/
http://www.songfile.com/


Annual Planning 

Unit S.C. Contents 
No. of 

classes 
Week Notes 

 

1. Introducing the 

“main 

characters.” 

 

 I 

 

 

 About the course. 

 Varieties of English  

 Features of language used in songs and 

films 

 Types of music 

 High school culture, elements of high 

school culture in Western world and 

Romania 

 High school films. Main topics.  

 

 

 1h    

1h 

1h 

 

1h 

 

 

1h 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1-5 

 

 

2. Listening, 

watching, 

analyzing, 

comparing and 

contrasting 

worlds.  

 

 I 

II  

III 

IV 

 

 Present tenses in songs: Halo, 

Gangster’s paradise  

 Identifying elements of high school 

culture in movies: Dangerous minds  

 Past tenses and stories in songs: Cry, 

cry,  

 Futurity in songs: Changes, Evita 

 Conditionals and hypothetical 

structures in songs: If I were a man, 

Hero, The Condor Passa, Unfaithful.  

 Identifying elements of high school 

culture in movies: Step up 1 

 Passive structures and reported speech 

in music: Apologize.  

 Modal verbs and their meanings in 

    

2h 

 

4h 

 

1h 

 

2h 

3h 

 

 

4h 

 

1h 

 

2h 

 

6-7 

 

8 -11 

 

12 

 

13-14 

15-17 

 

 

18-21 

 

22 

 

23-24 

 



songs: Russian Roulette, Metallica, 

The Unforgiven, Nothing else matters 

 Identifying elements of high school 

culture in movies: Step up 2, 

Highschool Musical 

 

 

4h 

 

 

25-28 

 

3.Just watching?  

 

 

II 

III 

IV 

 

 

 Talking about high school culture 

 Identifying elements of high school 

culture in movies: Step up 3 

 Main topics / issues/ problems in high 

school. Conclusions and round up. 

 

1h 

4h 

 

2h 

 

29 

30-33 

 

34-36 

 

 

 

Unit plan 

Unit  S.C. Contents Activities  Materials Assessment  

2. Listening, 

watching, 

analyzing, 

comparing 

and 

contrasting 

worlds. 

I, II, III, 

IV 

Conditionals 

and 

hypothetical 

structures in 

songs: If I 

were a man, 

Hero, The 

Condor Passa, 

Unfaithful.  

 

 - listening for 

general 

understanding 

- listening for 

specific 

information 

- fill in exercises 

- sentence 

completion 

- word formation 

- rephrase 

- text 

interpretation 

- Cd player 

- sheets of 

paper 

- coloured 

chalk / markers 

for white board 

 

- essay writing  

- talking about 

personal 

experiences 

starting from 

the topic of the 

songs. 

 

 


